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The Thrust of Adventist Christian Education

The Seventh-day Adventist Church is blessed to have an educational system that is second to none. It is Christ-centered and seeks to develop the whole person from the cradle to old age. We believe that the home, church and school must work together to provide the best education for our children. The home provides the foundation on which the church and the school build to accomplish God’s ideal for each person. The purpose of this three-fold thrust of Adventist Christian education is the same as that of redemption, and that is to restore the image of God in the individual (Ellen White, Education, p. 30).  

The Best Education

In order to give the children the best education possible, the three institutions – home, church and school – must work closely together. Here is what Ellen White said:

“The best education that can be given to children and youth is that which bears the closest relation to the future, immortal life. This kind of education should be given by godly parents, by devoted teachers, and by the church, to the end that the youth in turn may become zealous missionaries for either home or foreign fields. They are to be earnestly instructed in the truths in the Bible, that they may become pillars in the church, champions for truth, rooted and grounded in the faith. They are to know whereof they believe, and to have such an experience in divine things that they will never become betrayers of sacred trusts” (Fundamentals of Christian Education, p. 231).

Importance of Home Training
Since the home is the child’s first school, parents have a great responsibility in giving their children the basics. A good foundation laid in the home will enhance the success of the student in the church and the school. There is no doubt that what is done in the home is very important in determining the direction of the child’s life. Notice how this is expressed by Ellen White:

“I inquired if this tide of woe could not be prevented, and something be done to save the youth of this generation from the ruin which threatens them. I was shown that one great cause of the existing deplorable state of things is that parents do not feel under obligation to bring up their children to conform to physical law.” As a result of this neglect, children “become selfish, exacting, disobedient, unthankful, and unholy. Mothers who are doing this work will reap with bitterness the fruit of the seed they have sown. They have sinned against heaven and against their children, and God will hold them accountable” ( pp. 25-26).

Parents, yours is a solemn task to give your children a solid foundation upon which the church and the school can build. If in the home children are taught to love and obey God, respect themselves, and show respect for others, they will more likely be successful in school, remain faithful to God and loyal to the church.  

– Dr. John Carey, Education Director

Giving to Raise $100, 000 for Grand Bahama Academy
On this Education Day we are asking our membership to give a special sacrificial financial gift to Grand Bahama Academy. The goal is to raise $100,000 in order to complete the building of additional classrooms to accommodate the High School grades. See picture – the trenching is done, blocks and steel are in place. Let’s finish this phase of the High School. There is a suggested donation figure of at least $100 per working member or household. 

What you give is more than building classrooms it’s providing the environment for the educational redemption of some child, maybe even your own child or family member. Inspiration tells us that “in the highest sense the work of education and the work of redemption are one” (Education, pg. 30). Again remember, God has promised that such an investment will be returned to you: “If you give, you will receive. Your gift will return to you in full measure, pressed down, shaken together to make room for more, and running over. Whatever measure you use in giving—large or small—it will be used to measure what is given back to you.” (Luke 6: 38, The New Living Translation).  

May God bless each of us, as we continue to unite for the advancement of His work, hastening the return of our Lord and Saviour by contributing to the cause of Christian Education.

This afternoon beginning at 6 p.m. AY will take the form of a special program on the school grounds under the caption: “Grand Bahama Academy Presents: Achieving Your Dreams through Christian Education.” The day will conclude with an evening social also at GBA. Refreshments will be on sale.

NBM Administration
He’s Coming to Grand Bahama – Pastor Charles Blythe – Youth Director for West Indies Union

[image: image2.jpg]


The weekend of May 9 – 11, 2008 will be charged up even more to the benefit of all Youth, Pathfinder and Master Guide leaders. You will be enriched with inspiration, information and innovative ideas from Pastor Blythe. Plan now to be a part of this power packed occasion.

New Teachers Needed at Grand Bahama Academy

Grand Bahama Academy of Seventh-day Adventists                                                         P. O. Box F-40515,  Freeport, Grand Bahama, Bahamas             373-4794; 373-6517
Applicants may apply for the following positions for the 2008-2009 school year:

· Elementary Teacher(s) Grades 1-6 

· Physical Education Teacher 

· Music Teacher (must be able to prepare students for RSA & BGCSE Exams) 

· Science (must be able to teach Biology) 

· Computer & Business Studies 

· Home Economics 

· English Language & Literature 

· Spanish 

All applicants must have a Bachelor's Degree within the subject area and must also be in possession of a Teacher's Certificate. Qualified applicants who have the ability to teach more than one discipline will be highly considered. Further, the individual applicant must be a team player and have the ability to adapt. Successful applicants should be seeking not merely a job but a vocation. They should also be Seventh-day Adventists where faith is exhibited in lifestyle. Interested persons should submit their resume with copies of qualifications and three letters of recommendation (one of which should be from your church pastor or conference/mission official).                                                                Send information to: gbasdaprincipal@yahoo.com 
Personal Ministries

· All Community Services Leaders are asked to meet at the Mission Office on Sunday May 4 at 9:00 am for a departmental meeting with Pastor Moncur. 
· Miss Vivienne Quarrie, Associate Sabbath School Director will be visiting the North Bahamas territory June 21-23.  
                 More details to come
Women’s Ministries

“Midday Joy”

Midday Joy prayer meeting is conducted every Thursday at 1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. at the Freeport Church.  
The Women’s Ministries Director for the West Indies Union Conference is encouraging all ladies in West Indies Union to support the upcoming Women’s Retreat in New Providence during the month of October.  Next year the ladies of the North Bahamas Mission will be hosting the Retreat.  If you are interesting in attending this great retreat please submit your name to your local Women’s Ministries Director.

· The women of the Eight Mile Rock Church will be celebrating Women’s Day on Sabbath, May 17, 2008 the speaker will be Sis. Alice Tinker, wife of the President of the North Bahamas Mission of Seventh-day Adventists.

NOVA SOUTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY
Individuals interested in obtaining an MBA (Masters of Business Administration) with Nova Southeastern University are asked to contact Mrs. Falisha Cherenfant (373-0198) at your earliest convenience. 
	Happy Sabbath!
www.northbahamasmission.org



	


