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On this beautiful Lord’s Day, I’m delighted to extend to you, my brothers and sisters, sincere Sabbath greetings. We praise God for His bountiful blessings, and for the embracing presence of His Holy Spirit during the first three months of this year, and I believe that we are all overwhelmed with rejoicing today, as we come together for another experience of worship and fellowship.

As we continue to savor the blessings of Pentecost and More, 2008, and as we ponder the miraculous demonstration of the Holy Spirit among us during our recent campaigns, we are constrained to exclaim, “To God be the glory,” over and over again; because God has truly been good to us. These past blessings, notwithstanding, must not cloud our vision of the great work that still lies before us. This is not the hour for repose. Now, more than ever before, we must unite and press together, with an aim to advance God’s kingdom through our evangelistic endeavors, so that Jesus can come, and enable us to soon be gathered home. 

Another important way that we can assist in advancing the work of God is by giving wholehearted support to our educational institution, Grand Bahama Academy. We are reminded by E. G. White, that the work of true education and redemption are one. We’re indeed grateful to, and we sincerely commend, the principal and staff of our school for the excellent service they continue to render to Christian Education, but they need our help. Yes, our institution needs, not only our prayers, but our financial support as well. Thus, the weekend of May 3, 2008, has been set aside as education weekend for all of our churches on the island of Grand Bahama.

It is recommended that each local education director plan and organize a special education day service for the morning of May 3. The afternoon segment will take the form of a special program at the Shiloh Church, entitled: “Grand Bahama Academy Presents, Achieving Your Dreams through Christian Education.” For this event the principal and staff of the academy have set as a faith, fund-raising goal, $100,000.00. And we are confident, that if we each do our part, we can together, by God’s enabling, achieve our objective.

In this connection, special envelopes will be distributed today at the various churches, and also at subsequent services. We are appealing to all who are able to plan to place in your envelopes a special love contribution for our Grand Bahama Academy for this special weekend celebration. And may God bless each of us, as we unite to advance His work, and hasten the return of our Lord Jesus Christ by contributing to the cause of Christian Education.

HAVE A JOYFUL AND SPIRIT-FILLED SABBATH!!!

Personal Ministries
· All persons who have ordered (or wish to order) tapes of Pastor Joseph Smith from the Pentecost and More Evangelistic Series are asked to pass by the Mission office to pick them up. 
· All Personal Ministries Leaders and Assistants are asked to meet with Pastor Moncur at the Mission Office on Sunday April 13, at 9:00 a.m. for a very important departmental meeting.
All Band members are reminded to attend Band practice on Sunday and Tuesday at 6:00 p.m.
Trading Cares For Cures                  Wow! Trading Cares for Cures was the topic of the Youth Week of Prayer held at the Sunrise Seventh-day Adventist Church.  It has been a week of prayer, praise and blessings from God.  We were also blessed with great singing, dynamic speakers and what can we say about the drama club?  They were unbelievably great.  We invite you to join us today as we close Youth’s Day.  Our speaker for today is none other than Elder Peter Watson.  Then we invite all churches to join us at 5:00 p.m. for our Beat on The Street.  We look forward to seeing you.                                                   ….Neville Miller/Youth Director
Rewarding Obedience 

“If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land”  Isaiah 1:19(KJV) 

By Patrice Williams-Gordon 
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For many years my parents enjoyed a reciprocating relationship with regards to flowers, Mom planted and tended and Dad looked on with pride at a job well done. However, in recent times, by beholding long enough he has become changed and now is actively involved in the process of acquisition of new varieties to the ever-expanding garden and green house. On one of their frequent trips into the city, his eyes caught glimpse of a fern- covered wall. His curiosity soon became intrigue as he began to imagine his own wall in like splendor. Mom shared his excitement and soon he was convinced to stop and ‘acquire’ a small bit. After all, this could not possibly make a difference to this densely 
covered wall. His instant daydreaming was rudely interrupted by his conscience, reminding him of the need to receive permission.

First he tooted the horn, after waiting without a response, he got out of the car and ring the gate bell. After being acknowledged over the intercom, the electronic gate slowly opened allowing them to drive through. As the gate closed behind them, they were both invited into an unforgettable experience; there they stood, surrounded by some of the most beautiful and exotic plants they had ever seen. The home-owner had a thirty-year collection of orchids and was the recipient of several international horticultural awards. Gerberas, Anthuriums, a wide collection of ferns, and orchids of all colors, shapes and origins all competed for their attention; there were even hybrid orchids, which the owner developed himself.

The feast to their eyes was second to none they ever before experienced but in addition, they received cuttings, suckers, plant care manuals and tons of good advice. To think that they could have missed all this…..just beyond the wall.

It lead me to think of how many times we have traded life-changing experiences for instant gratification and self righteous rationalizations…. “The Lord understands” we muse. We begin our

 day shuffling responsibilities around until the morning devotion becomes impossible …it’s now noon. We make lifestyle choices about food, exercise and time-management and somehow manage 
to cheat ourselves out of a great life. We are aware of the right way to go but rationalize our consciences into submission. The angels of heaven many times stand disappointed as they hover over us bearing gifts we fail to receive. The reminder comes to us “But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.” 
Today as you make each decision, keep in mind the blessings specially designed for you just beyond the wall of obedience.

	
	Patrice Williams-Gordon is a motivational speaker, founder and president of Deliberate Living, a Christian, motivational and inspirational organization.  She is married to Pastor Danhugh Gordon, and a mother of two lovely, energetic daughters.  See her web site at www.deliberatelivingnow.com   Contact: deliberate_living@yahoo.com
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 “Midday Joy”

Midday Joy is getting sweeter and sweeter as members and visitors meet every Thursday at 1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. at the Freeport Church.  The Prayer meeting is open to the entire Mission membership and friends.  Prayers are being answered, miracles are being wrought, and lives are being touched and strengthen as we run the good race of faith. So, come and write your prayer request on the prayer scroll and trust God for your breakthrough.           

      ….A.B. Sands, NBM Women’s. Ministries Director, 
	   Happy Sabbath!

	


